346            AFTER    THESE     MANY    QUESTS
voice : "How about the almighty dollar? " The dollar is the symbol of achievement and strength; strength through competitive effort.
In his heart, the average American is still a pioneer fighting Red Indians and primitive country. The social anthropologists tell us that his sentimental streak and other characteristics are traceable to the dominant part that women play in his upbringing; the mothers, wives and women teachers of the U.S. On this reasoning, the fact that I have myself had women teachers may account for my admiration of Americans.
A British Socialist Minister, the other day, said that since he had been in that job he had become convinced it was better to earn your living with your coat on. He had himself been a manual worker. I am completely out of sympathy with this attitude, and I would remove my coat or any other garment if I thought it would help me to get on with the job. The American's willingness to take off his coat on any and every occasion is an earnest of his determination to get things done and discard anything that impedes him. It is also a result of overheating buildings.
" They " said that Bing Crosby was difficult to see; " they " said that Petrillo, the boss of the Musicians' Union who had forbidden musicians to play in television programmes, was difficult to see. I tested this second theory and found it correct.
There was one man in the United States who was not difficult to see. That was Mr. Harry S. Truman, the President. Malcolm Muggeridge, then our Washington correspondent, suggested that I should attend one of the famous Press conferences in the White House and I passed with awe through the portals of that unpretentious building, in English renaissance style, that houses the most powerful man on this planet. The modesty and homeliness of the White House, the aura of simple dignity, contradict those widespread ideas of flamboyance and bombast supposed to be inseparably America. I thought, as I entered, of Viceregal Lodge in Delhi, that palace in red and white stone which outrivalled all the dwellings of Indian maharajahs and stood in stupendous splendour. He admires courage and achievement more than anything in this world. I hear another faint dissentientel turned the picture into aterwards dying in hospital from his injuries. He thus emulated Goering and cheated allied justice.shed in 1945, to which I have also referred.  On the other hand
